Approved For Release 2007/03/02 : CIA-RDP82-00457R014200210001-4

R T A

CENTRAL INTELL IGENCE AGENCY

CLASSIFICATION SECRET
’ SECURITY INFORMATION

INFORMATION REPORT '

CD NO.

COUNTRY Indochina DATE DISTR. 6 October 1952
SUBJECT Demoerstic Republic of Vietnam Efforts NO. OF PAGES 1

to Comtrol the Catholies in Interzone IV
DATE OF 25X1 " NO. OF ENCLS.
INFO. (LISTED BELOW)
PLACE SUPPLEMENT TO
ACQUIRED] 25X1 REPORT NO.
THIS DOCURENT-CORTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATLONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 ’ )
AND 794, DF THE l}.S- CODE, A5 AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSI1ON OR REVE=~ THIS lS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

LATION OF ITS CONTENTS 'TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S
PROWIBITED BY LAW,  THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS _PROHIBITED,

25X1

1. The repressicn movement against the Catholice is being continued in Inter=
zone IV by the Democratic Republic of Vietnswm (DRV). Three more priests
have been arrested. However, Father Bul Van Nhiem of Nghl Loc hsas bheen
relessed. The Directing Committee of the Lien Dosn Cong Giamo (United
Catholic Front) has been dissolved &nd ite members arrested with the ex-
ception of those who succeeded in fleeing. In its place, another committee
hes been formed, composed of pro~Communist Cstholics. Members of this com-
mittee include: Huynh Chinh, professor at the Vu Dang Knos Catholic Sechool
at Quynh Lieuj Tran Huy Tu, Chief of the propagenda section of the Nghe An
Administrative Committee; and Chu Dich, Secretary of the Executlve Committee
of the Lsp Dohg Party of Nghe An. Dich is not a Catholic.

2. The aim of this new committee is to reconcile the Catholic population with
the DRY Government; have the Catholies participete in the varlous Tpeople's
conferences™ snd the various movements ard cempaigns organized by the
Govermment. Up to the present, the Catholic population has remsined hostlle
t0 guch Goverrment-sponsored campaigns and movements. In order 10 rally the
support of Catholics of the lower class, this committee is supporting a
proposal for the distribution of Church lands and wealth to the poor. In
certsin psrishes, such as Trang Nua where there was an armed Catholic uprising
in Jupe 1952, this project 1s in the proceas of being implemented.

25x1 [ |comment. No strong or sctive resction by the Catholics sgainst these
Tepressive acte has been cbgerved. The younger Catholics seek only to escape
from the DRV gzone and reach Eaiphong, Henol or Phat Diem.
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